Y5 Semi-colons Homework (1.5.25)

Semi-colons are used to separate two main clauses that must be on the same theme and not be joined together with a conjunction; the semi-colon takes the place of the conjunction within the sentence.
As with commas and full stops, semi-colons make the reader ‘pause’ when they come across them. A reader should pause for a short time with a comma, for longer and more deliberately with a semi-colon and longest for a full stop. 
Semi-colons can also be used to separate items within a list, to help clarify internal groups if the list already contains internal commas.



Task 1: Rewrite the sentences in your Homework book inserting semi-colons in the correct place.

1) Tom reads novels his friends read comics. 
2)  Our goal was to run eight miles we only ran four miles. 
3)  Call me tomorrow I will give you my answer then. 
4)  English was Anna’s hardest subject additionally, she struggled with science. 
5)  Susan loves to swim her brother likes to dive. 
6)  My hair is very wet I have just washed it. 
7)  Climbing a mountain shouldn’t be done when it is raining the rocks become slippery. 
8)  I always recommend Nandos they have a great menu. 

Task 2: Answer the following questions in your Homework book:
1) What are the two different reasons for using semi-colons in your writing? 
2) What three main things can semi-colons replace when being used being used? 
3) What’s wrong with the following sentence?
               My hair is very wet; ice-cream is very cold








Y5 Semi-colons Homework (1.5.25) Answer Sheet

Task 1: Rewrite the sentences in your Homework book inserting semi-colons in the correct place.

1) Tom reads novels; his friends read comics. 
2)  Our goal was to run eight miles; we only ran four miles. 
3)  Call me tomorrow; I will give you my answer then. 
4)  English was Anna’s hardest subject; additionally, she struggled with science. 
5)  Susan loves to swim; her brother likes to dive. 
6)  My hair is very wet; I have just washed it. 
7)  Climbing a mountain shouldn’t be done when it is raining; the rocks become slippery. 
8)  I always recommend Nandos; they have a great menu. 


Task 2: Answer the following questions in your Homework book:
1) What are the two different reasons for using semi-colons in your writing? 
They separate two main clauses and they can be used to separate items in a list.
2) What three main things can semi-colons replace when being used being used? 
They can replace a conjunction, a comma or a full stop.
3) What’s wrong with the following sentence?
a. My hair is very wet; ice-cream is very cold.
Semi-colons are used to separate two main clauses that are clearly about the same subject and are related to each other. In this case, the two clauses are about two very different things; wet hair and ice-cream which is why the semi-colon has been used incorrectly.

