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This policy should be read in light of our Mission Statement as follows:

At St. Joseph’s, we live love and learn by the example of Jesus.


Our Curriculum Intent 

[bookmark: _GoBack]At St. Joseph’s we aim to teach high quality phonics to ensure the children have the best start possible in reading and writing. The learning of phonics is the beginning of children’s body of knowledge, skills and understanding that are an essential part of learning to read. In order to read and understand texts children must learn to recognise/decode the words on the page. Good quality phonics teaching allows the child to be secure in the skills of word recognition and decoding which allows children to read fluently. This will result in children being able to read for pleasure and will allow them to move onto developing higher order reading for meaning skills. 


Implementation 

In line with the school’s policy and commitment to excellence in Phonics, each class in Reception and KS1 will teach phonics as a discrete lesson every day and will include phonics as part of teaching and learning throughout other curriculum lessons on a daily basis. The structure of each lesson at St. Joseph’s and the journey of Phonics across the week enables all aspects of the blending and segmenting of phonemes/graphemes; lessons are uniquely planned and tailored to meet the needs of all our learners. The teacher should provide stimulating experiences and opportunities to motivate the child, using a range of resources to engage individuals and groups of children.

Assessment and Recording
Children are assessed half termly on their phonics so that interventions can be planned and resourced for. 
The class teacher will monitor understanding during the lesson through child engagement and whiteboards for evidence. Children can then be picked up quickly for additional support. 

Impact 
Phonics will be intertwined through all areas of the curriculum to give it purpose for children. Children will make good progress in phonics because of high quality teaching and rigorous intervention to enable children to become fluent and competent readers and writers through the application of phonics.


Inclusion 
All children receive quality first teaching and are giving the necessary scaffolds to achieve their potential.  Intervention groups are fluid, in that different children may be called out daily depending on what their gaps are. 
All lessons are inclusive so that all children are exposed to new sounds, regardless of ability.


Monitoring
Reading and phonics is monitored through hearing children read and checking that their reading book matches their phonetic level.


Resources
Resources are dependent on each individual child and are decided upon by the Class Teacher. Sounds mats are available, friezes in classrooms and phonics walls used daily to support progress.

Review
This policy should be viewed as a working document for the benefit of all concerned in the education of the children at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School.


Review Date: July 2024







At St. Joseph’s we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus.
Aspiring for excellence for all, together as a Catholic community.
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