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Make your own Viking tortoise brooches

We know quite a lot about what Vikings used to wear, and our information comes from a range
of sources, including archaeology. However, fabrics do not survive very well when buried in the
soil, so archaeologists do not often find pieces of clothing. What they do recover are the dress
fasteners and jewellery that were worn.

Try our great activity to make your own Viking tortoise brooches. Vikings would have used
brooches like these to fasten their cloaks.
North Wiltshire YAC

Adult supervision is not required for this activity.

Type of Activity : Crafting

How many people required (minimum) : 1+

Safety Measures : Be careful not to prick yourself with the pins!
Ages : All Ages

Time Required: 1 hour (plus time for the glue to dry)

Materials Required:

e Circular card inserts from fruit boxes — ask at your local greengrocer or supermarket!
e PVA glue

e Glue spreader

e String

e Cardboard

e Sticky tape

e Two safety pins

e Tin foil

e A drinking straw

e Colourful old magazines or junk mail
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' Carefully cut out two of the circular sections from the fruit box inserts. These will be your
brooches.

" Cover the domed surface of each brooch with lots of PVA glue. The cardboard will soak up
the glue, so you will need lots, and may need to keep adding more.

' Stick string onto your brooch in an interesting pattern. We chose to do three concentric
rings, but you might like to try a knot pattern or crisscross. It is quite fiddly and takes lots of
patience! You may find it easier to stick your string pattern on using double-sided sticky
tape.

' Repeat the same string pattern on your second brooch and leave both to dry — ideally
overnight. (If you have used double-sided tape rather than glue, you will not need to leave
your brooches to dry.)

‘Cuta strip of cardboard for the back of each brooch. Tape this to the inside of your brooch,
bend it over and stick the other side. Then use sticky tape to attach a safety pin onto the
strip.

" Cover the front of each brooch in tin foil, carefully rubbing over the string to bring out the
pattern. You may find it helpful to use the end of your glue spreader or a pencil to press the
tin foil in around your string pattern.
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Cut some long thin strips out from your colourful old magazines or junk mail. Each strip will
make one paper bead for your Viking necklace.

Take one strip at a time, and wrap it tightly around the drinking straw, gluing the end in
place. Once it is stuck, carefully slide the bead off the end of the straw.

Make a good selection of paper beads. The more beads you make, the longer you can
make your necklace.

Thread your beads onto a length of string. Then tie or stick one end of the string to the back
of each brooch so that the bead necklace joins the two brooches together.

Your tortoise brooches and necklace are now complete. Simply pin a brooch at each of your
shoulders to fasten your cloak, and you've got a great Viking look!
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