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Dear Parents,
It has been quite a while since I have written regarding Covid 19 .At St Joseph’s we have still been very stringent in our approach and our risk assessment remains very tight.As we are now approaching the colder months the risk is increasing with numbers nationally quite high. As a result I have today received information from HCC that there is a need for increased measures. Please find a letter attached from Jim McManus -Director of Hertfordshire Public Health.
As a result of these requirements we will be taking the following action at St Joseph’s;
· Masks to be worn by all staff while in any communal area (not in class,unless by choice)
· Reduced visitors – these will be restricted to SEN and only necessary visitors on sight – all other meetings ,especially involving more that two people will revert to online.
· Parent meetings will revert to phone call or Teams meetings
· Any visitors will wear a mask
· Staff will wear masks outside 
· Parents are encouraged to wear masks outside 
· One way system (insisted upon and monitored)
· Please reduce gathering on the junior playground by moving forward onto the playground and only one year group of parents at a time.
We will continue with the planned year 4 Communion mass in Church(Thursday 4th November) with parents invited but parents will be seated at a social distance. No more than one parent per child. Masks to be mandatory. Children will not interact with parents. 
We will go ahead with our two buddy assemblies but these will be outdoors (10th and 11th November).
All other events planned in school will be recorded for the website or live streamed from Church. 
I am postponing the PTA movie night and cancelling the PTA Christmas market.We will go ahead with Santa’s grotto and manage that class by class and a socially distanced Santa as planned by the PTA. Please bear with me with regards to PTA events as we will meet over the next few days to discuss alternative events.
It is important that we all realise the need for such measures at this time ,but still it is with a heavy heart that we once again reduce parent contact to school. For us all events are carefully managed and as safe as we can possibly make them for all but at this time we will need to reduce all risks. 
I will be reviewing lunchtimes once again and we will continue with assemblies and hymn practices via teams. 
Please be vigilant about symptoms and take no risks sending your child to school. If a family member tests positive it is helpful that we are aware.If your child tests positive please contact us even during the evening,weekends or holiday’s. It is important that close contacts are aware (children,parents and staff) as soon as possible so that they can take precautions. 
schooloffice@stjosephs351.herts.sch.uk
Please can I ask that you are ready in the case of your child needing to access remote learning and ensure your access to teams logins,dojo and the school website. 
Thank you for your continued support. I hope that we can work together to ensure St Joseph’s remains a school with very few cases. 
Kind regards,

Mrs B H O’Connor    
