St. Joseph’s Weekly News

Friday 26t September 2025

Our School Values Respect - Self-belief - -Friendship -Resilience - Self-control-Perseverance-Aspiration

Dear Heavenly Father,

We come before You with hearts full of gratitude for bringing us through
another week. Thank You for Your grace, protection, and guidance.
As we enter this weekend, we ask for:

Rest and refreshment: from the past week's efforts.

Strength and resilience: to handle any challenges.

Joy and laughter: to share with loved ones.
Peace and tranquillity: to find in Your presence.
Wisdom: to approach our plans and activities with purpose.
May Your love and presence be with us. Guide our thoughts, words, and
actions, so that every moment of this weekend brings glory to You.
In Your precious name, we pray,
Amen"

Dear Parents,
The autumn weather really is beginning to creep in now and the last of the summer warm days seem few and
far between. Please ensure that your child brings in a coat and a jumper or cardigan as the mornings are chiller
than what we have been previously used to. Please also note that Winter Uniform starts from Monday 6t
October.

Have a lovely weekend Mrs Moseley

Attendance & Lates

There will be a greater focus on attendance and lates this year. We always pride ourselves in outstanding
attendance but since Covid we are seeing many families taking holidays out of term time, long weekends and
prolonged sickness. This effects children’s progress and can cause increased anxiety as they are missing out.
While | understand at times there are extenuating circumstances, | know that you want the very best for your
children and will continue to support excellent attendance and punctuality. Gates will close promptly at
8.50am, children are late at that time. It causes great frustrations for parents signing children in so | know this
will also be of paramount importance to you.

Buddy Assembly
Reminder Buddy assembly will be held on Friday 10t October and Friday 17t October. A parent

communication was sent out this week via Arbor.

Year 6 Prayer Service

It was lovely to celebrate our first-class Prayer Service this year on Friday and to begin with the top of the
school - our Year 6 class. This is the first Year 6 event of the year and there will be many other opportunities to
celebrate our pupils in their final year at the school. The theme today was one of Love - love for each other
and God's love for mankind and his redemptive plan for everyone. During the service, which involved every
member of Year 6, they sang two hymns related to their theme and reminded us of St Paul's words to us: "as
God's chosen ones, clothe yourself with compassion, kindness and humility but above all clothe yourselves with
love which binds everything together in perfect harmony".

Carbon Monoxide Assembly

On Monday this week we had a Carbon Monoxide (CO) safety assembly and workshops one of the Arts
Facilitators from Bonanza Creative Team

We had a whole school assembly that included a short introduction, a film, and a summary of what Carbon
Monoxide is.

We also watched a video about what carbon monoxide is, where it can be found, and how to keep homes
safe.

Our year 2 and year 5 children participated in a workshop, at the end of this each child received an activity
pack to take home.

Parent Reading
We are seeking enthusiastic parent volunteers to join our reading programme and share the joy of literature

with our pupils. As a parent reader, you will have the opportunity to engage with students, fostering their love
for reading and improving their literacy skills. We welcome you to participate at a time that suits your schedule.
If you are interested in volunteering or would like more information, please do not hesitate to speak to Miss
Entwisle or visit the school office. Your involvement can make a significant difference in our children's
educational journey. Thank you for your support!

At St. Joseph’s we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus.
Aspiring for excellence for all, together as a catholic community.

ATTENDANCE
AWARD
Year 1 99.6%

HOUSE POINTS
Mark

STARS OF
THE WEEK

Nursery
Tommy & Barbara

Reception
Loic & Grace

Year 1
Samira & Samuel

Year 2
Israel & Sade

Year 3
Erin & Victor

Year 4
Holy & Lula

Year 5

Abbia & Hope

Year 6
Adele & Bettina

LEARNER OF
THE WEEK

Reception
Tony

Year 1
Maryam

Year 2
Zeynep

Year 3
Bella

Year 4
Vincenzo

Year 5
Faith

Year 6
Fareedah




PTA AGM
The PTA Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the St. Joseph’s School PTA, will take place on:

Thursday 16th October 2025 at 8.50am, in the School Hall.
The AGM is an important opportunity for all parents and carers to hear about the work of the PTA over the past academic year, review financial
statements, and elect the committee for the coming year. Your attendance and input are greatly valued as we continue to support our school
community.
Agenda Includes:
e Welcome and introductions
e  Appreciation
e Co-Chairs’ report on the past year
e Treasurer’s financial report
e  Election of committee members
e  Plans and priorities for the year ahead
e Open floor for questions and suggestions
All parents and carers are automatically members of the PTA and are encouraged to attend.
If you are interested in joining the committee, please contact the school office or a member of the PTA Team by Tuesday 14th October 2025.

St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School - Open Afternoon
St Joseph's Catholic Primary School will be holding an Open Afternoon on Tuesday 21t October 2025 at 2.00pm-3.00pm for all prospective new
parents who will be applying for a Reception school or Nursery place to start in September 2026.
There will be an opportunity to view the school in action and to meet with the Headteacher and the Foundation/Early Years Teams.
Reception - September 2026
Reception applications commence on Monday 3rd November 2025 and close on Thursday 15th January 2026.
Supplementary Information Forms and supporting documentation should be submitted to the school office from Monday 3rd November 2025.
As well as completing and submitting the Supplementary Information Form to the school office, you must also apply for a school place online.
The online application process for Under 11s (Reception) can be found on the following website www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
Reception 2026 applies to children born between 1st September 2021 and 31st August 2022.
Nursery - September 2026
Nursery applications should be made via the school only and will commence on Monday 3rd November 2025 and close on Thursday 15th
January 2026.
Supplementary Application forms and supporting documentation should be submitted to the school office from Monday 3 November 2025.
Nursery applies to children born between 1st September 2022 and 31st August 2023
Please Note: We are a 30 hours childcare provider, and welcome applications from children of all faiths to our Nursery.

Parking
Parents/visitors to our school are kindly reminded:

Be considerate of road markings and neighbours when parking near our school.
do not park or stop on yellow lines or zigzags.
do not ignore road markings.
do not park over driveways.
do not cause increased danger for road users.
e do not be abusive or rude to the local residents or other members of the community.
Scooters
Please be reminded that scooters and bikes are not to be ridden on school premises.
Please disembark at the school gate e gate and walk/wheel the scooter/bike from the school gate and leave them in the designated bike/scooter
area next to the library.
As always, we thank you for your continued support.

Autumn Term 1

Date-Week beginning Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

29th September 2025 St Francis of Assisi Feast Day
Celebrations
6th October 2025 BUDDY ASSEMBLY 1
BLACK HISTORY WEEK
13th October 2025 BUDDY ASSEMBLY 2
ART WEEK
20t October 2025 Nursery & Spanish Day
Reception
(Sept 2026)
Open Afternoon
2pm

Half term —Monday 27t October —Friday 31 October 2025

At St. Joseph’s we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus.
Aspiring for excellence for all, together as a catholic community.


http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions

REMINDERS!

Please remember those healthy items for packed lunches.

Please remember your child should be wearing their house badge every day to school. Additional badges
can be purchased from the school office for 30p

Children are NOT to ride Bikes and Scooters whilst on school premises. This is still happening and can

cause accidents so parents please be mindful — if this continues then bikes and scooters will be banned!
Children are NOT to play on the Adventure Trail or in the access road outside the Royal Avenue gate, as
this vehicular gate is in constant use.

Please be considerate to our neighbours when parking near the school site.

St Joseph’s is a “‘NUT-FREE’ Zone!

A Healthy Packed Lunch

Suggestions for food to include in a healthy packed lunch

e At least one portion of fruit or vegetable every day.

e Meat, fish or other source of non-diary protein (e.g. lentils, beans, soya or hummus), every day
e  Qily fish such as pilchards, salmon or tuna

e A starchy food such as bread, pasta, rice noodles, potatoes or other type of cereal every day.

e Dairy food such as milk, cheese, yoghurt, fromage frais or custard.

e Cereal bars rather than cakes or biscuits

e Seeds, crackers and cheese, vegetables or bread sticks with a dip

Drinks

e No drinks are to be brought into school — water is provided.
e Water bottles are to be brought on school trips — NO other drink.

FUN FRIDAY

Suggestions for food to include ON A FUN FRIDAY in a healthy packed lunch.

e Snacks such as crisps
e  Chocolate coated biscuits or wafers or

Small cake e.g. fairy cakes, cake bars, muffins or
Small pudding pot e.g. chocolate mousse)

Foods that should not be brought into school (These are foods that we have already asked not to be brought into
school)

Confectionery such as chocolate bars.
Sweets
Nuts or nut products (although they can be healthy there is a very serious risk to other children with allergies).

Fizzy drinks or any soft drinks

At St. Joseph’s we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus.
Aspiring for excellence for all, together as a catholic community.



NUT FREE SCHOOL

THANK YOU

At St. Joseph’s we live, love and learn by the example of Jesus.
Aspiring for excellence for all, together as a catholic community.




